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the assumption, will not easily gainsay the consequence.
But you and I, my Lord, have not entangled ourselves
in any such dangerous concession.

We begin in the Heavens. There we say the planets
are moved in their orbits by Mind. And the inference
that we shall draw, from the analogy between the planets
and projectiles and falling bodies is this : that projectiles
and falling bodies, as well as the planets, are moved by
Mind. We shall not be driven from this conclusion by
being told, that in every instance of projectile motion, we
may be sensible of an external force.

We shall insist that in all motions that follow upon
external impulse, Mind is still the immediate mover, that
the external impulse is rather the occasion than the cause ;
and perhaps we may say, that the excitation of motion in
unorganized bodies by impulse is analogous to the excita-
tion of the faculties of the human mind, by the impression
of external objects on the senses. But let us not be too
hasty to attack an analogy, which seems founded in truth ;
and seems as well calculated to serve our purpose as that
of our antagonists. The analogy indeed seems to me too
complete to leave a doubt about what I should call a real
gravitation of the planets to the sun.

Observe that gravitation is with me the name of
an effect wrought in body by mind. For I have been
many years of the opinion, that it is impossible to account
for it by any mechanism. I had used myself to consider
it either as an immediate act of the Deity, or of some
subordinate Intelligences, But since I have read your
Lordship's book, and have had the advantage of con-
versing with you upon the subject, I am much inclined
to the opinion that it is the work of minds of another
sort, animating the bodies in which the effect is wrought,
and when I see your Lordship again in London, I hope
to converse with you about these minds which animatee the velocity of &e planet mustmoon's gravitation to tite earth. The same ellipticalions;   and,  if they   be   well
